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it would injure her health to such a degree that she would remain decrepit
throughout her life. However, the doctor said that he knew an electrician
who was a next door neighbour and could cure rheumatism by electric
treatment, his charge being Rs. 10/- per day. In a month he would
perfectly cure the disease for good without in the least injuring her general
health.

But the patient insisted that she wanted immediate relief, and re-
peatedly asked the doctor for the bank-note so that she might send for
the medicine at once. But the doctor repeatedly said that he could not
conscientiously give her the note for the purpose, and he considered it
to be a sin to do so. But the lady implored and beseeched him to give
her the note. The doctor then took the match-box from his pocket and
burnt the note to ashes; and said that she need not be afraid, for he was
going to bring the electrician immediately at his own expense, which her
husband would pay back as soon as he repaired his fortune. When the
hope of obtaining instant relief was thus frustrated in a moment, the
patient said to the doctor, "Do as you think fit". So the doctor
immediately brought the electrician who assured her that she would be
permanently cured within a month, if she allowed him to treat her.
Then the doctor did what he had promised to the satisfaction of all
parties.

Was the burning of the note a virtuous or a sinful act?

The above is exactly analogous with Mr. Gandhi's cloth-burning.
Mr. Gandhi refuses to give to the poor the relief that could have been
given by distributing the foreign cloth among them. In order to avoid
making them permanently miserable creatures, he promised to make them
permanently happy by providing them with clothes made by their own
hands.

Toung India, 6-10-1921

110.   HINDUISM
In dealing with the problem of untouchability during the
Madras tour, I have asserted my claim to being a sanatani Hindu
with greater emphasis than hitherto, and yet there are things
which are commonly done in the name of Hinduism, which I dis-
regard. I have no desire to be called a sanatani Hindu or any other
if I am not such. And I have certainly no desire to steal in a re-
form or an abuse under cover of a great faith.
It is therefore necessary for me once for all distinctly to give
my meaning of fawtana Hinduism. The word sanatana I use in its
natural sense,